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Welcome to the Banah Group:

I want to welcome  you to a ministry that will change your life.  How do I know this?  Because any ministry you do for God’s Kingdom will change your life.  

Many Christians are simply content to sit on the sidelines and let other people live out their faith.  Congratulations that you are NOT one of those Christians!  When God’s people step out in faith to do God’s work God’s way;  then God shows up in a powerful way! 

In this little book, you will find some helpful information, as well as some guidelines that will help you in your walk and ministry.

-First we’ll talk about your walk in Christ

-Second we’ll discuss the expectations of belonging to the Banah Group including the Skypecast

-Third, I’ll give you some contact info

-And on the back of this booklet you’ll find our mission and our purpose

God Bless you as you go into your world…

Daren.

Your Walk with Christ:

In order to serve others in Christ, you first need to pay attention to your own relationship with Him.  Jesus said, “don’t point out the little sliver in someone’s eye until you’ve removed the log in your own eye.”

The role we play in each other’s life is to help each other by praying and listening.  During our SKYPECASTS we listen to each other talk about our own struggles and then we pray.  We don’t judge.  

Also, In order to lead others to Christ, you first need to be a Christ follower.   You have made a decision to believe that Jesus Christ is your Savior, you have publicly stated your faith through baptism, and your greatest priority is to love God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind.

One of the most important gifts that you have from God, other than Jesus, of course, is the gift of prayer.  When you pray, God says in His Word that He listens and then answers your prayer according to His purpose for you.  You need to make prayer a priority.  Pray all the time the Bible says.  

The other gift that is just as important as prayer is God’s Word.  The Bible provides us with all the answers we need to walk this earth with the most joy possible.  You won’t be able to serve in ministry without understanding God’s Word.  To walk with God means that you are taking time every day to know  Him better.  Read Him.  

Expectations of Belonging to the Banah Group:

-You are consistent in your walk with Christ...in other words, when you’re around your friends you act the same as if you are in the presence of Jesus Himself.
It will do little good if you are talking to a student about Jesus, if they don’t see Jesus in you.  Actually, many in your school believe that Christians are nothing more than a bunch of hypocrites.  Why do they feel this way?  Because that’s what they’ve seen.  Do not bring shame to the Cross of Christ with your actions, but, honor His Name in everything you do so that your school, or neighbors, know that Jesus Christ has saved you from your sin.  They will want to know Jesus, too!

-You commit to the SKYPECAST 

Every other Sunday Night we will SKYPECAST at 8:30 PM.  Most of the time we will keep our session to under an hour.  Skype is an online communication tool that is a free download at www.skype.com.  You will need a microphone (most computers have internal mics) and speakers or headphones.  If you need a headset, one will be given to you, you just need to let the youth ministry office know.  You will need a computer with an internet connection, preferably a high speed connection like broadband or cable.  Do not download Skype until you’ve received permission from your parent(s) or guardian(s).  

We understand that you won’t be able to make every Skypecast and that’ OK.  What we mean by committing to them is that you won’t miss unless you have a very good reason.  If you know you’re not going to be able to attend a session email or facebook  Daren beforehand.

-You follow through on the commitments you agree to...For example if you agree to facebook a student we expect that you will follow through on that…
Many times during our Skypecasts we will be discussing and praying for a student we haven’t seen for awhile.  One of the things that the Banah Group does is make contact with these students.  If you know them, you will be asked to make contact with them.  We will expect that between Skypecasts you will do this and provide an update on this student. 

 When you make contact usually you will say something like this, “Hey, I’ve missed you on Sunday or Wednesday Nights.  How have you been?  Is there something that I can pray with you about?  Would you mind if I shared this prayer request with others?”  

Then during the next Skypecast you will be asked about your conversation and if there is a prayer request.   This leads us to the next expectation!

-You will keep private conversations between you and other students confidential...uh...you won’t spread gossip.

Nothing will stop your ministry in it’s tracks faster than gossip.  If a student has shared some private information with you, you keep it private!  Even during our Skypecasts we will ask you about your conversation, but, we do not want you to break a confidence.  Our purpose during the Skypecasts is for prayer, not for gossip!  

If you are concerned about a student after talking with them because they:  

Made a suicide threat,  discussed physical or sexual abuse, or substance abuse, you must call Daren immediately. 

-You will look for new students, or for students who you don’t know, during the connection time on Sunday and talk with them
Everyone needs Jesus.  You are important to this mission.  During the skypecasts you will be asked about those you met during connection time.

One way to start a conversation…

Hi, my name is ___________, what’s yours?  Where do you go to school?  What grade are you in?  Do you play sports, band, chorus?  Have you filled out an information sheet?  We think prayer is important, is there something I can pray for you about?

Then during Skypecasts we’ll talk about your conversation to see if anyone knows them or has similar interests…

-You have read, understand and agree with the Banah Group Orientation

Daren will go through the Orientation with the Banah Group at the first Skypecast every year.  Then for every student who joins during the year; Daren will go through the orientation on a person to person basis.  When you have been through the orientation and know what the Banah Group is about and what is expected of you, you will be asked if you would like to join this ministry team.  

It’s easy to leave the Banah Group if you choose.  Just stop attending Skypecasts.  If you are not attending Skypecasts, after two sessions or so, we will assume that you have other obligations or are serving Jesus in other ways.  You should be prepared for one of us to contact you though!  Hopefully you will have so much fun, that you won’t ever even consider leaving the Banah Group!  And that leads to the last expectation

-You will have fun serving Jesus!

If you are serving Jesus Christ in a mission that is making a difference in the lives of people, you can’t help but have fun.  If you’re not having fun in ministry it’s either because you don’t know how to have fun, or you’re not making a difference.  

We like to laugh during our Skypecasts, and we often make fun of each other...not out of malice, but, because we really do love each other.  

It’s supposed to be fun.  You will see Jesus move and work in your life and in the lives of those you serve, and you will be blessed.

Contact Information:

The New Hope Youth Ministry has several different ways to connect:

On the Web

www.nhccyouth.com

Facebook—New hope youth ministry



  Banah Group (private)

Blog—darenmitchell.blogspot.com

Daren’s Skypename—darenmitchell

Skype:  www.skype.com

E-mail

daren@newhopechristianchurch.net

Cell/Text

641.844.3168

Youth Ministry Office

641.752.1612 ext. 106

Teen Support Staff

641.752.1612  ext. 105

3901 S. Center 

Marshalltown IA  50158

Our Purpose:

The word Banah is a Hebrew word that means to build.  Our role as Christians is to build God’s Church, and we do this by teaching others how to follow Jesus.  In short our job is to make Disciples of Jesus Christ;  

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

Matthew 28:19-20.  

The Banah Group is made up of students interested in this call of Jesus, to help the New Hope church be as effective as it can be to build His Church by making Disciples of Jesus Christ. 






